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PROJECT SUMMARY  

 

The Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) undertook the removal of the c. 1800 

(with later modifications) Mill Pond Dam (Vermont Dam Inventory ID #51.02), located on 

Indian Brook in Colchester, Chittenden County, Vermont, from July through September, 2019 

(Figures 1 ï X). The goal of the dam removal was to restore habitat to a riverine condition, 

remove a fish passage barrier, reconnect habitat for aquatic biota, facilitate natural sediment 

transport, improve water quality and eliminate a safety hazard. 

 

As outlined in the 2019 Memorandum of Agreement among the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (the USFWS), the Vermont State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and the 

Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC), whereas the USFWS plans to partially fund the 

Mill Pond Dam Removal project (undertaking) pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Act (16 U.S.C. 

742a-742j, not including 742d-l; 70 Stat. 1119) and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 

U.S.C. 661-667e; the Act of March 10, 1934; Ch. 55, 48 Stat. 401), and the USFWS has 

determined that the undertaking will have an adverse effect on Mill Pond Dam which is eligible 

for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the USFWS consulted with the SHPO 

pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. § 306108). As a result of the consultation, the USFWS, SHPO and 

VNRC agreed that the undertaking shall be implemented in accordance with stipulations in order 

to take into account the effect of the undertaking on historic properties. One stipulation to be 

carried out included:  

 

I. DOCUMENTATION 

 

VNRC shall provide a complete Historic Resource Documentation Package to the 

USFWS and the VTSHPO in accordance with the Vermont Division for Historic 

Preservationôs ñPhotographic Documentation Requirementsò, within 60 days of removing 

the dam. This shall include photographs of the dam prior to the start of construction and 

during dewatering as well as photographs of any structures such as a timber crib dam or 

boom discovered during dam and sediment removal near the current dam. 

 

The photographic Documentation Package shall be supplemented by measured drawings 

or sketches of the dam showing overall dimensions, construction details, and any other 

structural features that will aid in the interpretation of the photographic record. 

 

The Historic Resources Documentation Package (HRDP) was completed by University of 

Vermont Consulting Archaeology Program (UVM CAP) Historic Preservation Specialist 

Catherine Quinn, and UVM CAP Program Historian Kate Kenny. Prior to the start of the dam 

removal, Catherine and Kate conducted a site visit to the dam on December 4, 2018, and 

Catherine visited the site on July 22, 2019. Catherine made a site visit during dam 

removal/dewatering on July 30, 2019, and Kate visited the site on October 5, 2019 at the 

completion of project work. Photographs were taken during all site visits and supplemented by 

photographs taken during the dam removal/dewatering process by the consulting firm Milone & 

MacBroom, and Brian Fitzgerald, VNRC Dam Project Coordinator. 
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Figure 1. Map showing the location of the Mill Pond Dam, Colchester, Chittenden County, Vermont.  
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Figure 2. Site Plan showing Existing Conditions for the Mill Pond Dam Removal Project, Colchester, Vermont (Milone & MacBroom 

2019). 
















































































































